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Outline 

Input material – European INSPIRE geo-portal 
 
INSPIRE Metadata – constraints related to access and use 
 
Findings: 

– Good examples 

– Use of licences: standardised / harmonised licences, open data 
licences 

– Difficulties 

 
Ideas - the way forward 

  

 



European INSPIRE geo-portal  

Input source = Metadata available through European INSPIRE geo-
portal, February 2015 
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dataset series service unknown type 

Number of records = 310.302 
Taken in analysis: 288.513 

metadata for data sets 

http://inspire-geoportal.ec.europa.eu/ 

INSPIRE Directive 

Special thanks to JRC and Angelo Quaglia to extract the relevant 
 information from the INSPIRE geo-portal! 

http://inspire-geoportal.ec.europa.eu/
http://inspire-geoportal.ec.europa.eu/
http://inspire-geoportal.ec.europa.eu/


INSPIRE Metadata – legal and technical basis 
and implementation  

Legal basis (EU): 
 INSPIRE Directive 

 INSPIRE Metadata  
Regulation 

 

Technical basis: 
 INSPIRE Metadata Technical Guidelines 

 

Implementation in MS & EU level: 
 National discovery sevices and metadata catalogues 

 European INSPIRE geo-portal  
harvesting national metadata  
catalogues 

  

 



INSPIRE Metadata Regulation – constraint 
related to access and use 

Commission Regulation 1205/2008, Annex, Part B Metadata elements 

8.1 

• Conditions for access and use 
• Corresponding fees (if applicable) 
• Indication if there are no 

conditions or not known 

8.2 

• Limitations under Art. 13 of 
INSPIRE Directive: limited public 
access to spatial data sets and 
services through the INSPIRE 
netwok services or e-commerce 
services 

• Reasons for limitations 
• Indication if there are no 

limitations 



INSPIRE Metadata TG – constraint related to 
access and use and ISO 19115 

A set of conditions applying to access and use: 

- ISO 19115 Metadata element: MD_Constraints.useLimitation 

- Some predefined values:  

- No conditions apply 

- Conditions unknown 

- Requirement: link to terms and conditions, fees or licence (and 
URL) 

 



INSPIRE Metadata TG – constraint related to 
access and use and ISO 19115 

A set of limitations on public access: 

– Shall be represented by at least one of these metadata elements: 
• MD_LegalConstraints.accessConstraints 

• MD_LegalConstraints.otherConstraints 

• MD_SecurityConstraints.classification 

 

 



 

 

 

Questions: 

• Is information provided in consistent way? 

• Is information on conditions for access and use clear, 
understandable and accessible on WWW? 

• What kind of licences are used (harmonised / standardised, 
open data licences)? 

 
Note: 
98,8% of metadata include information on constraints related to 
access and use 
 
 

Basic questions 



Findings: good examples  
Consistent information 

 

 

- When no conditions are required for access and use, there is no 
limitation on public access 
• No conditions apply / no limitations 

- Limitation on public access is provided according to the Technical 
Guidelines: 

• By using codes from the code lists MD_RestrictionCode or 
MD_ClassificationCode 

• Mostly used:  
 Copyright (~ 7.4%) 
 Licence (~ 7%) 
 Intellectual property rights (~ 38%) 
 Unclassified 
 Restricted 

 
 
 



Findings: good examples 
Clear information on conditions 

 

 - Specific use is clearly described 

- E.g. non-commercial, for research 

- Required conditions are clearly described, e.g.: 

• Obligatory to provide attribution 

• Conditions regarding modifications or dissemination 

• The licence, the title (name) and the URL of the licence are 
provided 



Findings: good examples 
Direct access to licence 

 

 

- Different harmonised licences are used: 
• Creative Commons (e.g.: Austria, Germany, Greece, Spain, Finland, France, 

Norway)  
• Other common licences are issued by organisations or governments 

- Several licences are Open Data Licences 
(used in several EU MS)  

- Licences are published on WWW 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Findings: inconsistencies and incomplete 
information 

 

 

• No conditions for access and use  
apply, but there are limitations 
on public access: 

 

• No limitations on public access 
are declared, but there are  
some conditions for access  
and use: 

 

• Licence is mentioned, but no detailed information  
 

No conditions 
apply 

Copyright 

Licence 

Restricted 

No 
limitations 

Non-commercial  

Licence applies 

Charges apply 



Does the USER have enough information to 
access and use the spatial data sets? 

 

 

Answer: YES (see good examples) … 

… And NO! 

Other difficulties for the users: 

‒ Unclear access constraints (MD_RestrictionCode) 

‒ What can user do with dataset with limitation on public 
access “intellectual property rights”? 

‒ What is a difference between “copyright”, “licence” and 
“intellectual property rights”? 

‒ Licences are not available on WWW (in majority of cases!) 

‒ Who to contact? 

‒ No information on prices / payments (charges) 



The way forward 

 Improving metadata writing 

• Strictly following Metadata Technical Guidelines by using agreed vocabulary 

• Avoid conflicting information between conditions for access and use and 
limitations on public access 

 Access to licences on WWW 

• Publishing licences on WWW - more URLs needed! 

• Smarter licences for better understanding  

• Avoid licence segmentation and conditions nested in several 
documents even in several languages 



The way forward 

 Supporting & acknowledging current work in INSPIRE MIG WP on 
Metadata (MIWP-8)  

• Better alignment between INSPIRE requirements for constraints 
on access and use and ISO 

• Improved INSPIRE Metadata Technical Guidelines 

 Standardised licences and harmonising types of conditions 

Questions: 
• Would a register of licence constrains or licences be helpful? 

• With a follow-up step to move licences to machine readable 
or standardized licence templates 

• Is “Open Data” as term sufficient for understanding of the 
respective licence? 
 

 



Thank you 

eea.europa.eu 

http://www.eea.europa.eu/

